Madison County Development Council- "The Mission of the Madison County Development Council is to provide leadership and vision to advance community/economic development in Madison County and enhance the quality of life for all."  If you are interested in information regarding the Development Council please contact Allen Cherry at  (850) 973-3179 PO Box  539, Madison, Fl 32341
The Madison county Development Council (MCDC) serves as the Economic Development arm of the Board of County Commissioners.

BOARD MEMBERS
VISION 2010
Policom Presentation:  Local government officials, community leaders, and interested business professionals and residents were privileged to attend a presentation on Tuesday, February 6, 2007 discussing the economic analysis of Madison County.

The Study was conducted by Mr. Bill Fruth, Policom, Inc., who was commissioned by the County Commissioners several months ago.  The presentation included general information on primary employers, as well as statistical information on the strongest and weakest of the Country’s Metropolitan Statistical Areas and Micropolitan Statistical Areas.  He then provided specific information on Madison County including ranking Madison as a Micropolitan Area showed that we have several opportunities for improving our economic climate.  

Recommendations included establishing an Existing Industry Program to address the needs of existing business and encourage and support retention and expansion. A continuing recruitment program that includes marketing materials, target industries, and pooling resources with other areas was another recommended program.  Finally, a third program discussed was Start Up Program, where we “grow our own” primary employers by encouraging and supporting new businesses in our county. 

Mr. Fruth sited the two most important issues for businesses looking to relocate to an area as being:  (1) The availability of trained or trainable labor and (2) Having a site available that has appropriate infrastructure and zoning in place.

The presentation was well received and provided motivational information for us to utilize in continuing our pursuit of improved economic stability and success.  We were very pleased to note that we have already taken some steps in following the recommendations of Mr. Fruth.  Madison, as part of the Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern has partnered with other counties in our region to pool our resources as well as to identify targeted industry for our area, which include Building Components and Distribution.  

This community meeting was a huge success and was made possible by several groups and individuals.  After the presentation, a wonderful meal was provided by Ken’s Bar B-Q.  Once he learned the reason for the meeting, Mr. Bill Brown, Owner, offered to provide the lunch at no cost.  We are very thankful to Mr. Brown at Ken’s Bar B-Q for this gesture and for the excellent lunch.

In addition, the Fellowship Baptist Church family really stepped up to host this event and make it a huge success.  They coordinated the seating, lunch, snacks, and the audio/visual needs of Mr. Fruth.  Thank you to the Pastor, staff, and congregation of Fellowship.

Thank you as well to our County Commissioners who funded this study and have taken so many positive steps during the last several years to promote our economic development.  The Madison County Development Council and the Madison County Chamber of Commerce are pleased to have had a part in supporting this event and look forward to working within our community to effect the positive changes that were discussed.

PLEASE SEE BELOW THE LINKS FOR THE DOCUMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS PRESENTATION.
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